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I.—Forzten Poxrrics. 


Rerenntve to the movements of Russia in Central Asia, the-Bangabdel,  saxcasun, 
pis | of the 8th October, remarks that the English, + % 1%. 
fngland and Russia in Central on their part, are not inactive in that quarter. 
Asis. The British Government has stationed an 
ambassador at Meshed, who will closely watch Russian movements; but 
such things do not mean friendship or friendlidess, and such espionage does 
more harm than good. as 
9, The Urdu Guide, of the 18th October, says that itis motto 7am 
be expected that Ayob Khan will maintain Pe 
such friendly relations with the English 
Government as Abdur Rahman; nor need it be feared that he will 
entrust the independence of Afghanistan into the hands of Russia. The 
English Government should not go beyond the frontier for arresting Russian 
advance. It should prepare itself for resisting a Russian invasion of India 
by strengthening the fortresses in this country, by increasing the strength 
of the army, and by training to arms the warlike races of India to whom war- 
fare was once but a sport, and encouraging them by opening out great 
careere for them, and by training under English officers the troops of the 
native princes with a view to their employment against Russia. 


Ragland and Russia. 


Il.—Homs ApMrInistRattion. 
(a)— Police. 


8. The Arya Darpan, of the 7th October, condemns the action of 4®*4 Dsnrax, 
Mr. Clarke, District Superintendent of Police, °*”'**” 
Dacta, in appointing two teachers as special 

constables against their will in connection with the Star Theatre affair. 

Was the regular police force at Dacca unequal to the task of putting down. 
disturbances? If it was, what is the use of maintaining such a worthless 

police? Sir Steuart Bayley, the just ruler of Bengal, is requested to inquire 


into the matter. If the police is found guilty, it should be adequately 
punished, 


The Dacca studenta’ case. 


(c)—Ji atls. 


4. The Som Prakash, of the 10th October, heartily thanks Government sou Puaxasz, 
for its having made provision for supplying %* 0%, 1887. 
better food to prisoners in the jailsof Bengal. 


(d)— Education. 


5. The Urdu Guide, of the 11th October, 5 0 “ Government Tee Gimme 
A hostel for Mussulman students et Will grant the prayer of the Mussulmans of bosses 
Ban gs ar ssbalanan Taayestes Rungpore for a contribution of Rs, 800 to- 
ee wards the expenses of the construction of a 
boarding-house for Mussulman students in the towa of Rungpore. The 
want of such a boarding-house is sorely felt by the Mussulmans of the 
Rungpore district. Government is also requested to grant the prayer of 
the Mussulmans of that district for the appointment of a Mussulmaa 
lospector of Schools, in otder that the quality of the instruction given in 
the private schools teaching Urdu and Persian in that district may improve 
under proper inspéction. | | 
(f )—Questions affecting the land. a 
6. A correspondent of the Bauyaddet, of the Sth October, says thut braun, 
unt, High Court's decision ebout the High Oourt’s exposition of the law relat- Oe 


ike ing to fishing rights has begun to cause 
mechief in the mofussil, The Commissioner of the Ohittagong Division | 
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has directed all Magistrates to give greater publicity to the decision of 
High Court about fishing rights, and the ponpert of this decision jg , 
known in slaioek all the villages. The police is also telling’ traders. not t 
pay anything to owners of hats for selling their goods there; go. owners of 
lidts will be deprived of those julkar and bazarkar rights which they hay 
enjoyed for generations, Is there no remedy for this evil ? : 
7. The Som Prakdsh, of the 10th October, says that ryots in this 
~ @ountry possessed from time immemorial pro- 
ae prietary rights in the land. At the time of 
the Permanent Settlement Government, by a mistake, transferred their right 
to the zemindars. When the mistake was discovered, an attempt was made to 
compensate the ryot for the injury that had been done to him by confer. 
ring upon him certain other rights, such as the right of’ occupancy, The 
Bengal Tenancy Act now in force has made a further advance in this 
direction. It is only to be regretted that measures like the Tenancy Act 
are not sufficiently broad to meet the requirements of the case. A thorough 
and impartial settlement of tbe lan‘! question between ryots and zemindars 
is yet to come, and the attention of the Governor-General is drawn to this 
very important subject. That Government does not see the necessity of 
such legislation in behalf of the Indian ryot, and does not listen to any 
advice which is given to it for enacting euch legislation, is becanse it has 
far too conceited notions of its own knowledge of these matters, and of its 
duties as rulers and protectors of men. | 


the 


The land question in Bengal. 


“(9g)— Railways and communications, including canals and irrigation. 


8. The Bangsbdst, of the 8th October, notices several railway 
— accidents which occurred during the Pujah 
festival, and observes that, as the number of 
railway passengers becomes very large during that festival, the Railway autho- 
rities ought to be particularly careful in the ‘matter of running and regulating 
trains at that time. As a matter of fact, however, they are found to be the 
very reverse of careful. It is to be hoped that the Railway Commission, 
which will commence its sittings in winter, will make better arrangements 
for the prevention of railway accidents in future. | 
* 9. The Som Prakdsh, of the 10th October, says that the reason why 
railways in this country, when worked by Go- 
vernment, cease to yield much profit, is that 
merchants or business men are not entrusted with their management, and 
that the principal railway officers are frequently transferred from one 
place to another. Railways should be placed under experienced mercantile 
management if they are to be worked at a profit. eer 
A short time ago, the Mutla and tne Eastern Bengal rane were 
placed under the Bengal Government, and they have thenceforward been 
managed by a Secretary to Government. Now, considering the multifarious 
duties which a Secretary to the Government has to perform, it was mos 
improper to have entrusted a Government Secretary with the management 
of the lines in question; and the matter begins to look very serious 
it is considered that the Secretary, who manages these two lines, has also 
manage seven other lines! ee ig 
Formerly, the Consulting Engineer stationed at Calentta. 2 d_, to 
supervise the working of both the East Indian and the Eastern Bengal 


ae ailway accidents. 


Railways under State management. — 


Railways; but from’ the time when the Eastern Bengal Railway ©” 


under the management of the Bengal Government, it has’ been the 
practice for that officer to supervise the railways under. the. _Looal 
Government only once in six months, and that supervision has -refere. 
only to the lines, the bridges, and the buildings cannected with the ral 
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What the effect of such imperfect supervision must be may be easily con- 
wived. It is now also proposed to abolish the post of Director-General of 
Railways. If this is done, there will surely be more railway mismanagement 
a this country. If improvement isto be effected in the working of State 
Railways, it is necessary that they should be placed under the management 
ofa Director-General with four Consulting Engineers under him, one at 
Calcutta, another at Lucknow, a third at Tuahore, and the fourth at Bombay. 

10. Acorrespondent of the Daintk .and Samdchdr Chandrikd, of 

rede is the village of Lakshman. the 10th October, complains of the miserable 
| pore, in the district of condition of the roads in the village of 
[akshmanpore, to which the attention of the Sub-divisional Officer and 
of the District Engineer has been more than oncé drawn, but without effect. 
The people of the village pay a large road cess revenue, enough to cover 
the cost of making and keeping in repair so many as five or six such 
roads. The construction of a road from Saidpore to Lakshmanpore, a 
distance of only four miles, should also be taken in hand. A road between 
those places will greatly facihtate ordinary communications and materially 
promote railway and jute traffic. About 100 jute carts will pass between 
Saidpore to Lakstimanpore every day during the jute season if a road is. 
constructed. 

ll. The Datnik and Samachér Chandrikd, of the 12th October, says pannx & Sauacuan 
that Eurasians as a class are treated with =o 'to essay, 
more consideration by Railway officers than — 
native gentlemen. These Eurasians are often a nuisance to respec- 
table native gentlemen, who find it impossible to bea them company in 
railway carriages. The Railway authorities should therefore put down 
insolent behaviour on the part of Eurasians, or, if they fail to do so, 
provide separate carriages for them. ‘They should also take such measures 
— prevent third class passengers from being insulted by the Railway 
police. 

12. A correspondent of the same paper complains of the miserable: panne & sumsoman 
condition of the roads in the villages of ~" 
Barabelun, in the district of Burdwan. The 
members of the Road Cess Committee should look to the matter. 


(h)— General. 


13. The Som Prakdsh, of the 10th October, complains of the extra- 
vagance of the Public Works Department. 
Yearly half the pecuniary resources of the 
department are spent in paying the salaries of officers and supervisors. 
Again, the work which can be done by villagers with Rs. 100 costs Rs. 150 
under Public Works. management. The system of making over work 
contractors and sub-contractors is another source of extravagant ex- 
Penditure. Again, when work is done by contractors, why should it be 
Necessary to employ a highly-paid European supervising agency? These 
highly-paid European supervisors: have to be largely bribed by the contrac- 
or, and as the contractors must get: themselves fully’ recompensed for 
ibis, it should be perfectly clear that in the employment of a@ high super- 
as agency lies a fearful source of the waste of the department's money. 
Wif'a supervising agency is at all to be employed, why not employ 
valves on smaller salaries as supervisors? Natives may be unfit for certaia: 
Xs of work, such as the making of an engine.. But they are not-surely 
Unfit for such work us the building of a@ house, the digging of » tank,. 
“a the construction of a bridge. Tue aucient. arciivecture of India 
— to the skill of Indians im that nar ag 2 os freer why 
are not employed in high posts in: the Public’ Works: Depart- 
Ment ig that Mite 50 has’ “eh 7 worthless: Europeans to provide: 
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for. But it is desirable, in the. interests of the department 
that Government should unite with the people in effecting 9 tho, 
reform thereof. It should be also noted in this connection that the ma 
of the work done by the Public Works Department is very inferior : 7 
uality of the work done by those humble Indian architects who byj}, re 
tastin Adina Musjid at Panduab. . 


iteell, 


II].— LEGISLATIVE. 


14. The Bangabdst, of the 8th October, does not approve of the 

e ex-King of Oudh’s Estate introduction of the ex-King of Oudh’s Estate 
. Bill in the Viceregal Council. Is ig said 
that some weeks ago the ex-King’s seals were stolen, and it is not unlike) 
that they had been used to give apparent authenticity to a variety of faly 
documents. And this extraordinary Bill has been introduced on this plea, 
and it has been further stated that Government will not recognise any testa. 
mentary or other disposition made by the ex-King. A precedent for such 
legislation 98 is proposed to be enacted has been cited ; but a precedent ip 
favour of an unlawful act goes for nothing. Supposing the Viceroy ha 
taken this extraordinary step from the purest of motives, and for the benefit 
of the members of the ex-King’s family, still the action of Government yil] 
not admit of defence. Pleas like the cne which is being urged in order 
to set aside the ex-King’s will are very common in India; but the validity of 
the wills made by native princes is seldom questioned by Government in 
consequence of such pleas. It would therefore bea serious departure from 
the ordinary practice of Government if it refuses to recognise the ex-King’s 
will on such a plea. The motivaof Government in introducing this Bill is not 
questioned, but exceptional legislation for the administration of the ex-King’s 
estate is not at all necessary or justifiable. _ It would certainly be well if the 
Governor-General should administer the late ex-King’s estate justly, and with 
religious scrupulousness uphold the honour of his family and give effect 
to his will, if one is found really executed by him. But it will bes 
wrong thing to take his estate out of the jurisdiction of the ordinary 
civil courts. Such measures as are proposed to be taken in regard 
to the late ex-King’s estate only remind people of the evil days of Lord 
Dalhousie. May Heaven protect the poor relatives and dependents of the 
late ex-King of Oudh ! 


Bill 


1V.—Native States. 


15. The Bangabdst, of the &th October, says that Indians are 
The Nizam’s offer and the Govern. incapable of cherishing for ever & bitier 
ment of India. memory of wrongs done to them. The 
Nizam’s offer of an annual contribution of 20 lakhs of rupees for thre 
years, and the intention he has so gallantly expressed to use his sword, i 
need be, in defence of the British Government, which has dispossessed hin 
of the Berars, furnish a striking illustration of this fact. This offer implies 
profound attachment on the part of the Nizam to the paramount pow, 
and those Englishmen who question the loyalty of the. people of India 
should make a note of this. But the Government of India should not 
accept pecuniary help from the Nizam. There are many wants 10 the 
Nizam’s own territories which should be supplied, and his subjects are 
burdened with heavy taxes, Twenty lakhs of rupees a year will do much 
for the Hyderabad State, but will be like a drop in the ocean if throw2 ser 
the Indian Exchequer, and will effect no appreciable good. Twenty lakba’ 
be no help whatever to a Government which does not find 76 ‘ga 
sufficient for its requirements. It -is hoped that Lord Dufferin will not 
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yr Nizam’s offer, and will ask him to make improvements in his 
own State with that money. : 


16. Daintk and Samdchér Chandrika, of the 10th October, says Dann & Sauacuas 


bias that Government ought to refute the charges 
ysbarsjs Dhaleep gers of treachery, fraud und dishonesty in its 
jeglings with Native States, brought against it in the letter recently written 


by Maharaja Dhuleep Sing. : 
17. The Daintk and Samdchér Chandrika, of the 13th October, Daim & SAMACHAR 
rhe Nisam’s donation tothe Govern. referring to the Nizam’s offer tocontribute 60 ose ise, 1887. 

ment of India, = lakhs of rupees towards defraying the expenses 

of the frontier fortifications goes on thus:—What is the meaning of the 

Nizam giving away so large a sum at a time when it should have been 

employed in supplying very urgent wants in his own State, which is certainly . 

not in a Very prosperous Condition? Who, then, has managed to procure 

this money from the Nizam? Suspicion naturally falls upon the European 

Secretary of the Nizam, Colonel Marshall, who has been recently visiting 

Simla, and who may have had something to doin inducing his master to make 

this donation. Many, again, think that this donation, though it may oot 

have been forced from the Nizam, will, notwithstanding, serve two purposes. 

First, it will be some financial relief to the Government of India. It will, 

in fact, serve the end which the imposition of the income-tax, the absorption 

of more than half the revenues of the Provincial Governments and various 

other measures of curtailment have been unable to secure. Secondly, it 

will have the effect of ‘making Russia reconsider its opinion about the 

disloyalty of the native princes of India to the British Government. 

As a stroke of business, this Hyderabad contribution is much cleverer than 


the Gwalior loan. For the Hyderabad money is a pure gift, whereas the 
Gwalior loan will claim interest. 


Oct. 10th, 1887. 


V.—Prospects oF THE CRoPrs AND THE CONDITION OF THE PEOPLE. 


18. A correspondent of the Bangabdst, of the 8th October, says that — Banoanast, 
ii ateee OO all the water which forces through the breach %* &», 1887. 


at dankuli passes through the village of 
Subaldaha. All communication in and through that village is nearly stop- 


ped from Ashar to Asvin on account of the heavy floods which are caused in 
this way. The cultivators of that village are consequently reduced to a very 
deplorable condition, their crops being destroyed. They are accordingly 


leaving the village in which they have resided for generations on account of 
great scarcity of food. 


VI.—MIscELLANEOUs. 


19. Replying to an article on native newspapers: recently published 


BAXGABaSI, 


oe in the Péoneer newspaper, the Bangabdst, of et. 8th, 1487. 
Mer newsparer = Trews and the Pio the 8th October, says that it is not true that 


native papers mislead their readers. It is 
not also true that native papers condemn all Magistrates as high-handed, or 
ul Europeans as enemies of natives. Native papers expose only those 
agistrates who go wrong, and they make no distinction of Kuropean and 
native in exposing magisterial oppression. The fact is also admitted by. 
Government aud by many members of Parliament that, Anglo-Indians oppose 
lalive interests whenever those interests clash with theirs; and surely 
lative papers cannot-be blamed for saying this, Native papers will not 
"ne against or disparagingly about Anglo-Indians, if Anglo-Indians will be 
More liberal towards natives. Again, the denunciation of English merchants 
“nd indigo-planters is not denunciation of the Government. ‘Native papers 
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are, it is true, diffusing political knowledge — the people, and open, 


ut the administgm 


their eyes to the nature of the administration ; 
thereby becoming only firmer and stronger, 


The Viceroy and bis counsellors have repeatedly said that the ineide 
of taxation in India does not admit of increase, and many members of Parlis 
ment say that the burden of taxation has become more unbearable ip India 
than anywhere else. Why should native papers also be then denounced f 
saying precisely the same thing? The Pioneer cannot bear to see ilies 
papers claim more posts in the public service for natives ; but the Gover. 
ment which has appointed the Public Service Commission and the gentlemen 
who are sitting upon that Commission feel it no torment to admit thy 
natives have become fit for superior appointments. 


Native papers are indeed enlightening the ignorant masses of this 
country on these subjects. But where isthe harm in doing so? Ther 
would certainly have lees harm if Government had considered it good 
policy to repress the aspirations of the people of this country and to oppose 
their progress. But that is not the policy of Government, Again, as the 
exposure of grievances in the native papers is attended with redress, it is clear 
that the effect of enlightening the masses about the administration of the 
country must be to increase their attachment for it instead of exciting 
disaffection against it in their minds, 


The statement of the Psoncer, that the sort of liberty which is enjoyed 
by native papers exists nowhere else, is news indeed! The excesses to which 
party controversy in England is allowed to run in the English newspaper, 
and the form in which English royalty itself is. assailed in, those papers, are 
not unknown to the people of this country. 


That native papers are not given to unjustly assailing public officers 
is understood by such men as Sir Steuart Bayley and Sir Charles 
Aitchiscn. And the Pionger, after seeing Magistrates and Commissioners 
punished on the representation of native papers, ought to have hesitated 
before accusing them of injustice and unfairness in their criticism of 
public men. A wholesome fear of newspaper criticism in the minds of 
public officers cannot but be conducive to the interests of good govern- 
ment, and the 2% meer, who would banish all such fear. from the official 
mind by curtailing the liberty of the vernacular press, is a real enemy of 
the Government. 


It is not true, as the Pésoneer says, that Anglo-Indian papers 
are more temperate and are conducted upon better principles than verna- 
cular papers. Ample proof of the moderation and highprincipledness 
of Anglo-Indian journalism was received during the [Ibert Bill agitation, 
and in connection with the Public Service Commission, and is found 
regularly in every file of the Pioneer newspaper itself! 


Native papers are perfectly indifferent as to whether the Press Act 
is revived, or the provisions of the.ordinary penal law relating: to news 
paper publications are more rigorously. enforced. If any among them 
commit any offence, they will be glad if the offender be: fairly tried and 
justice be vindicated. But they feel concerned to find the Peoneer ait 
tbe Government to enforce the law only against the native papers. 
Lytton’s Press Act was indeed directed only against native paper, but the 
Penal Code is not directed only against.them. The Penal Code makes 
no distinction of Anglo-Indian and native, and every paper, Anglo-India0 
or native, must bow before it; and if that be so, it is, the Proneer 
itself that will have to suffer the torments of the law at every: step» - 
ther in praise or in blame, in reward or in. punishment, in favour oF 
disfavour, native papers want equality with Anglo-Indian journals. 
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90, The Som Prakash, of the 10th October, says that the members 
; _. Of the National Congress which sat in Cal- 
Non-oficial reports on the adminiss cytta last year have purposed to publish 
commis reports on the administration of this country 
based upon enquiries made by themselves. Such reports, if published, 
will have the effect of making the officers of Government stationed in the 
mofussil do their work more carefully than they are in the habit of doing 
st present, and they will be of material use to Government in ascertaining 
the real condition of the country. | 
91. The Navavibhdkar Sddharant, of the 10th October, is not, like 
some of its contemporaries, afraid of the pass- 
ing of a law by Government upon the sugges- 
tion of the Psoneer newspaper, providing that officials will be able, without 
the permission of Government, to institute charges of libel against any native 
newspapers which may write against them. As native newspapers proceed 
very cautiously in bringing charges against public officers, there will be no- 
thing for them to fear from such a lav, if it is passed. 
22. The same paper, referring to the Secretary of State’s refusal to 
sanction the appointment of Mr. Mahadev 
<= = Ranade as@ Govind Ranade as a Special Judge under the 
weep Deccan Agriculturists Relief Act, remarks that, 
though there are few menin the Civil Service so able as Mr. Ranade, still 
he has failed to obtain the post on aCcount of his dark skin. 
23. The Urdu Guide, of the 12th October, says that the National 
Congress will not be able to reduce the powers 
ite, National Congress and Repre- of Government because Government is well 
aware that there is no proper national feeling 
in this country. Nor has the country become fit for representative govern- 


ment, as the different races inhabiting it are not on the same moral and 
intellectual level. 


The Pioneer and a new Press Law. 


CHUNDER NATH BOSE, 


Bengali Translator. 


BENGALI TRaNSLATOR’s OFFICE, 
The 15th October 1887. 


Bonzai Sect. Press—C. E.G. =-Rog, No. 108810 -58—19-10-87, 


Som Pararasn, 
Oct. 10th, 1887. 


NAVAVIBHAKAR 
SaADHARANI, 


Oct. 10th, 1887. 


NAVAVIBRAKAR 
SADHARANI; 


Urpvu Gung, 
Oct. 12th, 1887. 


ot > One at watt 4 y 3 oye = Snes ns agi = oe ie —* i “are 
+b eraek aha ey Cy ager 4 =i Fae 4 : 


- ante “cae ala! erik sit ea = EE he RAE Chace 


’ 


ee eed 


